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[bookmark: _GoBack]Gov. Herbert encourages Utahns to take ‘Clear the Air Challenge’  

Written by Emily Hammer on July 8, 2015



ST. GEORGE — Gov. Gary R. Herbert urges Utahns statewide to reduce vehicle emissions and improve Utah’s air quality in July by participating in the 2015 “Clear the Air Challenge.”

This year’s challenge is geared mostly toward the Wasatch Front and the inversion in the Salt Lake Valley, with no current challenges planned specifically for Southern Utah, Southwest Utah Public Health Department spokesman David Heaton said.

“We’re lucky not to have inversion,” Heaton said. “… We’re in a unique situation where most of our air pollution is imported, blown in from forest fires in Arizona.”

Still, clean air should be a goal all throughout Utah.

“Utahns recognize the air quality challenges presented by our unique topography, and they are looking for ways they can make a difference,” Herbert said. “The Clear the Air Challenge has caused thousands of Utahns to evaluate their transportation choices, and I encourage businesses and individuals to see what a difference they can make.”

Utahns can take the challenge by driving less and driving smart — choosing alternative methods of transportation —using TravelWise strategies, such as cycling, carpooling, public transit or trip changing, and tracking the results. Participants are eligible for weekly and grand prize drawings by meeting straightforward, achievable travel goals. To sign up, visit the travel tracker website for “Clear the Air Challenge.”

 In 2014, more than 8,500 participating Utahns eliminated nearly 1.9 million miles traveled and 169,035 single occupant vehicle trips, making it the most successful Clear the Air Challenge to date.

===================================================================



Utah Residents Can Help "Clear the Air" 

Public News Service - UT | July 2015 



To help improve the state's air quality, thousands of Utah residents are expected to drive less this month as part of the annual Clear the Air Challenge. Graphic courtesy Salt Lake Chamber. July 2, 2015SALT LAKE CITY – Utah residents are being asked to drive less in July as part of the state's annual Clear the Air Challenge, which organizers say has helped stop thousands of tons of emissions from entering the atmosphere. Ryan Evans, vice president of business and community relations with the Salt Lake Chamber, one of the operators of the event, says thousands of Utahns help improve air quality each year by avoiding trips alone in their car – and instead, carpool or use public transit, walk and bicycle. "For the overall, collective six years, that is a total of about nine million miles saved," says Evans. "Almost 3,000 tons of emissions saved." According to Evans, almost 7,000 people participated in the Clear the Air Challenge event last year, with the majority of attendees on teams organized through their employers. Evans says the vast majority of businesses support the challenge, because improving air quality ultimately improves their bottom line. "With poor air, it's potentially more regulations placed on business if we don't improve things," he says. "It certainly could be a greater burden on healthcare costs if more people are sick from poor air." According to the American Lung Association, Salt Lake City and Logan rank as the nation's seventh and eighth most polluted cities for short-term particle pollution. Interested parties or teams can join via the Clear the Air Challenge website, at www.cleartheairchallenge.org. Participants log trips not taken in a vehicle, and a trophy and prizes will be awarded to the winning teams. 

================================================================

Air quality a key concern

David DeMille, ddemille@thespectrum.com 8:06 p.m. MST January 25, 2015



ST. GEORGE – Southwest Utah and its blue skies have been able to stay clear of the ongoing debates over air quality on the Wasatch Front, but policy makers here might be learning a few lessons on how to avoid the pollution-plagued challenges facing their northern neighbors.

Air quality has become Utahns’ No. 1 concern in regards to quality of life, according to survey data released last week in a Values Study done by Envision Utah, the entity tasked by Gov. Gary Herbert with helping to formulate a long-range vision for how to deal with the state’s anticipated population growth.

According to the study, residents felt poor air quality was the negative issue that most needed attention, and among urban residents it was seen as a negative value that detracts from quality of life.

As the state prepares for larger numbers of people — the population is expected to nearly double by 2050 — residents will need to embrace a variety of long-term strategies to improve air quality, said Robert Grow, president and CEO of Envision Utah.

Grow said improvements are likely to come from technology and stricter standards, especially improved energy efficiency in homes and a transition to more efficient, cleaner vehicles. But Utahns will also need to play a role in making better air quality a reality.

Survey respondents indicated they would be willing to make changes to their daily routines to make a difference, saying they would take measures like turning off their vehicles instead of idling and lessen the number of trips they take in their vehicles by “trip chaining.”

“There’s a lot that each individual can do, and it’s sort of like, we ought to stop whining about it and behave that way,” he said.

For residents in Southern Utah, the preservation of air quality has long been a top priority.

A key element in tourism, outdoor recreation and the attractiveness that has made the region such a destination for retirees and other move-ins, air quality is closely tied with the local economy.

Since the 2010 census counted a countywide population of 138,115, it is estimated that the county has grown more than 5 percent, to more than 150,000. And many of those new faces have come at least in part because of the pristine air.

“When you’re coming here from Salt Lake City or Los Angeles, you look around and you can’t help but make that comparison,” said Kim Heffner, a tour guide and realtor with offices in Las Vegas and St. George. “It just makes you feel better. Healthier.”

But with growth comes pressure to combat the prospect of pollution bleeding into those clear skies, and in an area already challenged by the geography of the mountainous terrain and surrounding mesas, and already on the receiving end of the prevailing winds that transmit regional haze from southern California and Las Vegas, local governments, businesses and environmental advocates are pointing to the skies as an area of concern.

State air quality monitors have in recent years started to measure increasingly high levels of potentially harmful ozone, smog caused by vehicle exhaust, air conditioners and other sources of airborne chemicals. At one point monitors counted more than 30 “yellow” air quality days in St. George and Santa Clara over a five-year period. Further downwind, at the doorstep to Zion National Park, monitors measured more than 70 such days.

The Southern Utah Clean Air Task Force, a group made up largely of industrial representatives, has helped to bring all parties to the table when it comes to air quality regulations, and in St. George the purchase of a pair of air quality monitors is part of a plan to better analyze changes in air quality and make quick corrections.

Bill Swensen, who heads the air quality monitoring efforts for the city, said average readings for “PM10” particulates are currently well within regulatory standards, but there are isolated times when the wind picks up or when industrial areas or new construction throw dust into the area and push the numbers up. With a monitor in place, the city has a way to track those incidents and stop any problems, usually within hours, he said.

“We’re really just trying to get out in front of it and make sure we’re ahead of the curve,” he said.



SLC leaders work to combat ozone pollution

Posted 10:11 pm, June 30, 2015, by Kiersten Nuñez



SALT LAKE COUNTY, Utah — Exhaust for tailpipes and triple-digit temperatures are creating the perfect storm for bad air during Utah’s ozone season.

“It’s a chemical reaction — it’s admitted by pollutants by vehicle exhaust it gets cooked up by sunlight and heat and forms this chemical reaction, which typically is high levels during the hottest part of the day,” said Donna Kemp Spangler, Communications Director for the Department of Environmental Quality.

In Salt Lake County, 19 days in June were marked voluntary or mandatory no drive, bad air days by the Department of Environmental Quality.

“We’ve been really hit it hard this month we’ve had a lot of challenging days,” Spangler said.

The ozone season typically starts in July and spans through August. In 2014 only one day in Salt Lake County was marked mandatory action. Already this summer they’ve had 13.

“I hope it doesn’t get any worse if I had a crystal ball I would hope it doesn’t get any worse and it would temper down a little bit,” Spangler said.

To help create a culture of clean air, Salt Lake City is reminding residents that idle-free has been the law since 2011.

“The ordinance, which is in place to indicate how serious we are that this,” said Salt Lake City Mayor Ralph Becker.

To remind residents to turn their key, 500 idle-free signs will be all around the city at parks businesses and schools.

“It is our small steps that will make the biggest difference in improving our air quality and getting in the habit changing our behavior,” Becker said.

Cars are the culprit with ozone but with fireworks starting Wednesday, DEQ officials say the state will not only see high levels of ozone but particulate matter as well.

“Which kind of creates a double whammy — we’re getting both kinds of pollutants,” Spangler said.

Air experts say travel wise, take transit if you can. And those with breathing problems should stay inside during peak hours.

This is an example of the low-cost air quality monitoring gear now available to area citizens because of a recent grant. Photo Special to the Sentinel. 






Hard to breathe? Utah sees heavy ozone buildup

JUNE 30, 2015 - 3:48 PM 

× 



The summer’s early heat wave is serving Wasatch Front communities an early and more potent batch of the summer ozone season.

Ozone forms after pollution from cars and urban emissions mix in the air and gets baked by the sun. The ozone season typically starts bubbling in June, intensifies in July and August, then fizzles by September. But June’s unseasonable heat and cloudless skies brought plenty of bad air days. 

“Because we have all this heat and no clouds, there’s nothing to turn off the sun portion of the reaction, so we’re getting plenty of ozone developing,” said Bo Call, the air-monitoring manager at the Utah Division of Air Quality.

Officials with the DAQ make air forecasts and try to curb driving to keep ozone levels low. This year, Weber County had 12 mandatory action days and six voluntary action days in June in an attempt to curb ozone buildup. It’s the first time in three years DAQ called for mandatory action in June. In 2014, Weber County had 10 voluntary days. In 2013, it only had five voluntary days.

“The last couple of years have been really good,” Call said. “I wish it was that good of a year this year.”

Ozone pollution causes breathing problems for the elderly, children, people with lung disease and people who work and exercise outside. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency set the national ozone standard at 75 parts per billion over an eight-hour period to help protect human health.

Because every city can have the odd bad air day, agencies look at the fourth-highest daily pollution maximum when they work to meet the EPA standard. Last year, the air monitoring station in Bountiful measured 74 ppb as the fourth-highest for the entire summer. This year, it’s already at 82 for the fourth-highest level.

“So even if it did nothing else for the rest of the year, we’d still be at that max,” Call said. “We’re just getting into ozone season, so there’s every possibility we could go higher.”

Even with the DAQ’s mandatory action days meant to help prevent ozone buildup, Weber County has exceeded the 75 ppb standard once this summer. The Davis County air monitoring station in Bountiful measured five days above the standard.

“But there’s a disclaimer, the monitoring equipment had a breakdown on June 25 so we haven’t been able to collect data there,” Call said “There might be more days.”

Up until the equipment failed, Davis County was pretty much on par with Salt Lake County’s air quality. The air monitoring station in Salt Lake measured 10 days above the standard in June. Call said it’s likely the amount of Bountiful’s bad air days in June were the same.

“It looks like the ozone, for the most part, stayed in Salt Lake County and southern Davis County. It didn’t go down to Utah County and it didn’t go up to Weber County,” Call said.

But Weber County’s relatively better air doesn’t necessarily mean it has a lid on the ozone problem. Ozone formation is complex, particularly along the Wasatch Front.

Pollution begins building up in the morning. It percolates into ozone as the sun rises, so levels fluctuate through the day. That’s why health officials recommend moving outdoor activities from the hottest part of the afternoon to the morning or evening.

Complicating things even more, canyon breezes from Brigham City to Bluffdale tend to push pollution over the Great Salt Lake in the morning, which bakes the mass from above and below. Where the ozone goes from there depends on the weather.

“All it would take is the wind picking up or changing direction … there’s every reason to think there’s the potential for Weber County (to exceed the standard),” Call said. “Even though levels haven’t been as high there, we still call for mandatory no-drive days.”

“Mandatory” no-drive days mostly apply to state agencies and other big outfits that decided to adopt commuting plans for their employees. But all Wasatch Front residents can take a cue from the DAQ forecast and limit driving by carpooling, biking or using mass transit.

Improving local air comes from a stock of small steps, too. The Utah Department of Environmental Quality complied a list of 50 things Utahns can do to improve summer air quality. They can keep paints and solvents stored airtight, for example, or use a push mower.

Changing habits is particularly important now, as the EPA considers lowering its ozone standard to somewhere between 65 and 70 ppb.

“We’re barely meeting the current 75 (ppb) standard … but regardless of what the regulation says, the health impacts will be the same if you’re sensitive,” he said. “That’s why we’re attempting to get people to change their activities.”

=================================================================



Smog Lake City

February 20, 2015 By Erme Catino 







Your balaclava is multifunctional around Salt Lake City. PHOTO: Lee Cohen

POWDER originally published this story in the December (43.3) issue of the magazine. 

Cobalt blue skies surround the upper reaches of Little Cottonwood Canyon. It has been a week since the last storm rolled through. Powder stashes are replaced by laps of High Rustler buff. But the lull in snowfall is the least of concerns for skiers who live in Salt Lake City. Down canyon, a thick layer of brownish amber coats the valley. A veil of smog and pollution so thick you can’t decipher the landscape. The realization that we have a serious problem is further demonstrated while passing a Snowbird billboard headlining: “Inversion Diversion.” 

Inversions, also known as cold air pooling, are a result of high-pressure weather patterns trapping colder, denser air in the valley bottom, effectively placing a cap over Salt Lake City. Whereas skiers enjoy warm, clear skies in the mountains, down below the pollution has nowhere to go but in the lungs of its denizens. The smog events are primarily caused by particulate matter (PM)—a complex mixture of tiny particles of solid or semi-solid nature suspended in the atmosphere. Particulate matter—specifically PM2.5—can cause the most severe damage. Due to their small size, when inhaled they can pass through the nose and throat to the lungs and the cardiovascular system. Scientists have linked exposure to high levels of PM2.5—the federal standard for which is 35.5 micrograms per cubic meter of air—to cardiovascular and lung diseases including cancer and asthma.

The winter inversions have gotten so bad that Utah’s air is at times worse than that of Beijing, China, which has five times as many people as the Wasatch Front. These episodes of bad air cast a black eye on Salt Lake City, a health-conscious community on the doorstep of world-class recreation. Nate Rafferty, president of the PR group Ski Utah, says smog events can be the first and last thing people see when they travel to and from Salt Lake City. He says inversions are “bad for tourism and quality of life.” That’s putting it mildly. Doctors warn children and pregnant women not to venture outdoors, or to wear masks. Some residents have left town altogether, not interested in risking the long-term health consequences of living in Salt Lake.

This fall, Visit Salt Lake, a nonprofit responsible for the promotion of Salt Lake as a travel destination, launched “Ski City USA”—a campaign aimed at highlighting the unique features of the city and ski lifestyle. However, as Rafferty says, “If we don’t get a handle on our air situation, who wants to stay downtown?” The local ski resorts have helped do their part by subsidizing the Utah Transit Authority to provide free bus fare for season-pass holders. But that alone won’t solve the problem. Utah needs legislative action and community involvement to clean up its dirty air.

In 2006, the counties of Salt Lake, Davis, Weber, and Cache exceeded the 24-hour standard limit of PM2.5. Still, in January 2014, a monitoring station in Weber County had three days above the standard, with one day reaching 67.6 micrograms per cubic meter of air. Labeled as “counties of non-attainment,” they were required by the Clean Air Act to develop State Implementation Plans to rectify the issue in accordance with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. According to Kerry Kelly, associate director for Air Quality (DAQ), Health and Society Program, and Research Associate of Chemical Engineering at the University of Utah, one-third of Utah’s PM2.5 is direct, meaning it is directly emitted into the atmosphere from combustion sources (i.e. power plants, cars and trucks, and soot from fireplaces/woodstoves). The other two-thirds result from reactions of nitrogen oxides, volatile organic compounds, sulfur dioxide, and ammonia to form a particulate matter. In other words, bad things you don’t want in your body.

Kelly describes the inversion as “a toilet bowl that doesn’t flush.” The unflushed air has not been subtle the last few years, especially when the world’s outdoor industry gathered in one of the best places to work/play in the country. Like an RV trip through the Powder Highway gone astray by a backed-up toilet, Salt Lake had nowhere to hide during the 2013 and 2014 Winter OR Shows. As people walked around downtown in a dirty mist, health experts warned against doing exactly that. It felt a lot more like “Smog City” than “Ski City.”

While the Wasatch is home to the “Greatest Snow on Earth,” it still resides in a highly conservative state. Just recently, Utah sued the Bureau of Land Management to block preservation of sensitive lands eyed for oil and gas development in Uintah County. The business-first, environment-second notion trickles down into its management of air quality. Though the state passed several initiatives last year to help clean air bills, including new funding to identify the worst culprits, politics continue to get in the way of real progress.

Data from the Utah Department of Environmental Quality shows that 57 percent of inventoried emissions that lead to the formation of secondary PM2.5 are from mobile sources. However, Kelly and Ryan Streams, an analyst at Utah Energy Research Triangle, explain that 250 trucks per day going from the Uinta Basin to Salt Lake Valley—carrying oil and gas to be refined at factories—are included in the mobile source data. Grouped together with the commuter pollution, factories are getting a write-off, as commuters (while still part of the problem) get blamed for the city smog. Furthermore, according to Kelly and the DAQ, since 2008 both point and area sources have increased their level of particulate matter pollution, 3 percent and 6 percent, respectively. The only source to decrease was mobile, dropping 9 percent. 

Despite research efforts to identify sources of pollution, the reality is the Utah Air Quality board does not have a role in factory permits. So even with Kelly, the engineer on the governor-appointed board, all of their research can become ambient noise as the state charges ahead in allowing dirty polluters to operate in a valley conducive to stale air. Their program has had great success and residents are becoming increasingly concerned. Surging public and private interests have been demanding clean air though better public transportation, tier 3 gasoline, and restricting factory emissions, though it needs to be year round, not fleeting concerns when air quality is at its worst. It will take a strong consensus among political allies, the various citizen action groups, and leaders in our science community to leverage the obscure state government of Utah. If not, we may start to see visitors in Salt Lake traveling with gas masks along with their ski gear. 



Windstorm causes mayhem on Utah roads, leaves thousands without power 

By ERIN ALBERTY | and Bob Mims The Salt Lake Tribune [image: connect]

First Published Apr 14 2015 01:15PM    •    Last Updated Apr 14 2015 11:24 pm 



A fast-moving storm system turned spring into a windy hell in northern Utah on Tuesday afternoon, wreaking havoc on traffic, producing hazardous levels of particulate matter in the air, and ushering in a wintry forecast for Wednesday.

Low visibility from blowing dust caused many crashes on Interstate 80, including a 17-vehicle pileup that left one person dead and 25 others injured, according to the Utah Highway Patrol. 

A semitrailer truck had slowed down as visibility worsened just after noon on I-80, about 68 miles from the Nevada border. Motorists behind the semi could not see the truck slowing down; six other semitrailer trucks and 11 passenger vehicles crashed. One person in a passenger vehicle died, and 25 others were injured, 18 of whom were taken to various hospitals. Helicopters could not assist in the rescues due to the winds. =====================================================================



Devices monitor your air quality

By Amy Hamilton 


Friday, June 26, 2015 

The Grand Valley just received some new tools to monitor its air quality, thanks to work from the local group Citizens for Clean Air. 

The organization recently obtained a grant to purchase a dozen small air-quality monitors available for residents to track conditions where they live. 

The devices will check for carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, ozone, sulfur dioxide, fine particulate matter called PM 2.5 and volatile organic compounds.

“We do know some things that contribute to bad air quality, like wood stoves and auto emissions,” said Karen Sjoberg, head of Citizens for Clean Air.

“We don’t know how much is contributing to the inversion. We don’t know how much is dust, particulate matter or VOCs. I think it will set a precedent if other places want to try it.” 

Sjoberg said the group is seeking to connect with residents to sponsor the monitors around the Grand Valley. 

For example, group members want to place monitors with one resident each who lives on Orchard Mesa, in Whitewater, close to the Utah border, near Interstate 70 and north of Grand Junction.  

The goal of the monitors is to identify the types of pollutants in the air and determine where they’re coming from.

“What we’d really like to do is get them in the valley during an inversion or a dust storm,” Sjoberg said.

The monitors must be plugged into an outlet in an outside, covered area. 

They can be connected to electricity with a power cord. And the egg-shaped monitors must be placed near a wireless Internet connection. 

By next month, folks from around the world can check the air quality from the local monitors. 

Conversely, locals can check air quality readings from similar devices placed across the planet. Access to the information is at airqualityegg.com. 

The reasonably priced devices, which run about $200 to $300 each, are much less expensive than current monitors approved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Sjoberg said. 
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